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Poem of the Week
“How calmly does the orange branch”
by Tennessee Williams
How calmly does the orange branch
Observe the sky begin to blanch
Without a cry, without a prayer,
With no betrayal of despair.
Sometime while night obscures the tree
The zenith of its life will be
Gone past forever, and from thence
A second history will commence.
A chronicle no longer gold,
A bargaining with mist and mould,
And finally the broken stem
The plummeting to earth; and then
An intercourse not well designed
For beings of a golden kind
Whose native green must arch above
The earth's obscene, corrupting love.

And still the ripe fruit and the branch
Observe the sky begin to blanch
Without a cry, without a prayer,
With no betrayal of despair.
O Courage, could you not as well
Select a second place to dwell,
Not only in that golden tree
But in the frightened heart of me?”
(From Night of the Iguana by Tennessee Williams)
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Story Starter
“The harvest had never been better, but something bothered farmer Brown about the corn. The
ears were entirely the wrong shape. Hoping to figure out what was wrong, he picked one at
random and pulled back the husk from its gnarled form. To his astonishment, he saw…”
Where can you imagine this story going next?

Quote of the Week
“Life goes on, and for the sake of verisimilitude and realism, you cannot possibly give the
impression of an ending: you must let something hang. A cheap interpretation of that would be to
say that you must always leave a chance for a sequel. People die, love dies, but life does not die,
and so long as people live, stories must have life at the end.”
― John O’Hara

Book Recommendation

Snow Crash by Neal Stephenson
Neal Stephenson’s classic cyberpunk novel (and origin of
the term “metaverse”) tells the story of Hiro Protagonist,
master hacker and pizza delivery driver for the Mafia. Set
in the near future of the 2010s, it offers a visionary
glimpse into a world where corporations, gangs, and
megachurches control individual blocks of the
fragmented United States, and a mysterious new virus
causes its victims to begin speaking in tongues.

Have a book or poem suggestion? Want to see something new featured, or even have your
own story printed? Stop by the Writer’s Group, or email the library at fpfl@mvls.info!

