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You may have heard the above cliche in reference to
libraries—and, if you've visited the Fort Plain Free Library
recently, you may also know that it's wildly outdated. Sure,
we do have quiet spaces available (as the tutors, students,
and other patrons working and studying here can attest).
But on any given day, our library is a place where you can
hear many noises, including:

Kids blowing giant bubbles and performing other science
experiments at Camp Curiosity (a new program for
students ages 8 to 13, so successful that we brought it
back for a second run during our Summer Reading
Program).

The sounds of several different instruments drifting out
of our music room, where we offer free music lessons (and
if you're here in the evening, you may also hear the
practice sessions of our Library Ensemble, which had its
first public performance at last year's Winter Open House).

Lively debates and passionate opinions at our book
discussion group (which just saw its highest attendance
ever in January, after more than a year of reading and
discussing a new book every month).

Ideas and inspiration shared by participants in Kids of
Earth, a new student-led group focusing on how kids can
practice conservation in their communities.
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And that’s only a small sample of the programs
offered here, which also include debates and
discussions at the Philo Cafe, paint-along events for
all ages, afternoons devoted to Lego building and
cookie decorating, and much more. Beyond the
boundaries of the library itself, we've been
delighted to continue visiting the preschool classes
at Harry Hoag Elementary School, and to
participate in last summer's Water Music New York
Festival (where we created a special set of trading
cards honoring the Erie Canal's 200th birthday). We
were also proud to host a food drive in November,
collecting donations to benefit the Loaves and
Fishes Food Pantry here in Fort Plain.
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In all the noises of our library, we're
privileged to hear the sounds of a vibrant
community: people looking for things to
do, sharing their knowledge and passions
with one another, and fostering a love of
reading in the next generation. The talent,
joy, and excitement that can be found in
Fort Plain are abundant when spending a
day in the library. We're proud to be a
place where the people of our community
can flourish.

There is, of course, another sound that can
often be heard at the library: questions and
comments from patrons who've come to
visit. And while almost all of this feedback
is positive, there is one bittersweet phrase
we occasionally hear, usually uttered by
patrons who are surprised and delighted to
find a library like ours in Fort Plain: “I didn’t
even know this place was here!”

Clearly, this will not do. Our goal for 2026
is to make sure that everyone knows we're
here, and that they also know what a
wonderful community we're a part of. We
hope you'll help us spread the word-and
as always, we'll see you at the library.

— The Fort Plain Free Library
Staff & Board of Trustees



FORT PLAIN FREE LIBRARY
NUMBERS AT A GLANCE [2025

22,941
CLASSES 4,034 40,000 + BOOKS &
14,040 & CLASS & EVENT || MATERIALS IN MATERIALS
ANNUAL VISITS EVENTS ATTENDANCE COLLECTION CIRCULATED

ACCESS TO OUR LIBRARY'S COLLECTION OF
BOOKS, DVDS, MAGAZINES, AUDIOBOOKS, AND
MORE

DELIVERY OF ITEMS FROM EVERY LIBRARY IN THE
MOHAWK VALLEY LIBRARY SYSTEM AND
SOUTHERN ADIRONDACK LIBRARY SYSTEM

PUBLIC SPACES FOR MEETINGS, INDEPENDENT
WORK, AND COMMUNITY-RUN PROGRAMS

Photography ,
TEEN CLUB

Papercrafting
Crochet Group

PRINTING, FAXING, COPYING, AND
SCANNING SERVICES

GAMES, CRAFTS, TOYS, PUZZLES, AND

INSTRUMENTS AVAILABLE AT THE LIBRARY FOR
PATRON USE

Homeschool Group

Library Ensemble E-BOOKS AND E-MAGAZINES ACCESSIBLE FROM
THE COMFORT OF HOME

[

A WELCOMING SPACE FOR ALL MEMBERS OF OUR

COMMUNITY TO SPEND TIME

\

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN, ADULTS, & FAMILIES,
INCLUDING STORY TIME, FAMILY NIGHTS, SUMMER
READING PROGRAM, MUSIC LESSONS, BOOK
DISCUSSIONS, ART CLASSES, TEEN CLUB,
TUTORING, LIBRARY ENSEMBLE, AND MORE...

Book Discussions
Story Hour I




Weekly Morning Story Time
Ms. Linda

Every Tuesday - year round

Led each week by Linda Kellett, Story Time is a e
program featuring interactive stories, crafts, and songs TOSBIER S ERCACHUOLERS

for toddlers and preschoolers. Through imaginative art - g STORY

projects, sing-alongs teaching basic sign language,
and access to a wide variety of educational toys (along y TIME TUESDAYS
with many more activities), this program offers children i .

WITH MS. LINDA

a chance to develop social skills and learn new
concepts via creative play.

SONGS & ACTION RHYMES
HEALTHY SNACKS

In addition to the structured portion of Story Time, a
wide variety of open play activities—including blocks,
marble runs, wooden train sets, letter and picture
puzzles, and more—allow children of various ages to
learn and explore new concepts at their own pace.

(Above) Participant in our story
time proudly shows off painted
pumpkin. (Left) Story time takes
a pause for a group photo!
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Each Tuesday's hour-long
session features activities
designed to build skills in
early reading, math
literacy, hand-eye
coordination, and small
motor control. This year, in
addition to Sam’s ukulele
playing, library staff also
introduced simple
American Sign Language
gestures into the musical
portion of our program!




School Visits
Ms. Linda

(Above) A group of visiting first-graders says hello to
Mr. Jacob at the circulation desk.

Bi-monthly First Grade Programs
at the Library

Our collaboration with the Harry Hoag
School’s first grade classes consists of
interactive programs with a focus on
library literacy skills (for example,
learning the difference between fiction
and nonfiction). Every other month, the
classes are bussed to the library for a half
hour of instruction and fun. Each session
consists of a story and/or activity such as
the introductory tour and scavenger hunt,
the creation of a class book, and a final
culminating program during which
students get an invitation to get their own
library cards.

The goal is to make the students and
their families aware of all the public
library has to offer. We want to make the
library a destination: a place to learn, to
have fun, to meet people with similar
hobbies and interests, to gain access to a
wealth of information and materials, and
to develop a lifelong love of reading.

We appreciate the school’s and teachers’
willingness to partner with us in both of
these educational programs!
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(Above) The first-grade classes always bring their artistic
talents during visits to the library! (Below) Ms. Linda and a
group of preschoolers at Harry Hoag Elementary School
show their handmade creations. Picture source:
www.facebook.com/FortPlainCentralSchoolDistrict/
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Monthly Pre-K Story Time
Programs at the Harry Hoag
School

Each month, we visit the Harry Hoag
School’s pre-kindergarten classes for
half-hour story time programs. Each

educational, interactive program
consists of a story, songs, action
rhymes, and an age-appropriate craft.
The goal is to spark a love of reading.

The activities are engaging and fun,
but they also foster the development
of early literacy and cognitive skills
such as eye-hand coordination, visual
perception, motor coordination, color
identification, and more. The
collaborative partnership with the
school allows us to introduce the
students to the Fort Plain Free Library,
creating a positive (and hopefully

lasting) impression about what we
have to offer. *
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http://www.facebook.com/FortPlainCentralSchoolDistrict/

Monthly Night Story Time

Mrs. Young & Mrs. Fredericks
October — April
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The Fort Plain Free Library

19 Willett St » Fort Plain NY 13339 « 518.993-4646
Evemng 2 .
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. \)‘ THURSDAY, APRIL 10™
5:30 - 6:30 PM
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Space for this program is limited, so preregistration is required.
Please call the library at 518-993-4646 to register!

Ryann Young and Lori Fredericks returned to the library
this year with their Evening Storytime program, offering
games, crafts, stories and songs for children and their

families!

The Fo t Plain Free Libra

leh ® Fart Plain NY 13100 « 518994848

@ The Fort Plain Free Library

Evening - Evenmg é oy
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Led by Runn Yoy
' Wh Lon Fudonic b Lot Frodurks
N OCTOBER 22'° JANUARY 15™
5:30 - 6:30 PM 5:30 - 6:30 PM
Stories, games, crafts & songs Stories, games, crafts & songs

for children ages 3- 51 for children ages 3& 4!

Space for this program is limited, 50 J Space for this program is limited, so preregistration is required.
Please call the library at $18-993.4646 to preregister| Please call the library at 518-993-4646 to register!




BOOK CLUB

At the library

Led by the library's own Jacob Trahan, our Book Club is an opportunity to read and discuss a
new book together every month, alternating between novels and nonfiction. Whether you
loved the book, hated the book, or didn't even manage to finish the book, everyone is
encouraged to give their perspective—and we've found that diverse opinions make for the
best discussions! We've also found that having a group to read with is a wonderful way to
explore genres and subjects you might otherwise have missed, and to develop a deeper
appreciation for books outside your comfort zone. Copies of the latest Book Club title are
always available to borrow at the library, so we hope you'll join in too!
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Book Discussion

THE KU KLUX KLAN'S PLOT TO TAKE OVER AMERICA,
AND THE WOMAN WHO STOPPED THEM
BY TIMOTHY EGAN
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What are those sounds?

The Library Ensemble is an open community
band where anyone, of any instrument, is
welcome to join us every 1st and 3rd Wednesday
Evenings. We play a variety of songs, many of
which are custom arranged for the ensemble.
The flexibility in arrangements truly allows the
ensemble to accept all instruments at all playing
levels. The goal of the Ensemble is to provide a
space for those who want experience the joy of
playing music in a group setting and to give
back to the community through musical
performances.

Music Lessons LY
at the Fort Plain 5 ang

Free Library!

Free to the Public!
Recommended Ages 8 & Up

Lessons will be half hour time slots
Wednesdays from 3pm - 5pm
Sign-ups for lessons are required

www.fortplainfreelibrary.com
518-993-4646

Sign-up on our website
or over the phone!

Fort Plain Free Library - 19 Willett Street, Fort Plain NY

Guitar

Z

Voice

Percussion
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Brass
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Woodwinds

Strings
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Theory‘& More!

Now Accepting Members!

Library /"Z)
Ensemble

A community band at the
Fort Plain Free Library!

Every 1st & 3rd
Wednesday

6-7:30 pm

LIBRARY MUSIC
LESSONS

The Fort Plain Free Library offers free music
lessons every Wednesday from 3-5pm hosted by
Sam, a trained k-12 music educator. These free
lessons are available for anyone in the
community who wants to try a new instrument,
learn another, improve reading skills, or further
the mastery of their current instrument. The
goals of our music lessons are to develop music
literacy, strengthen the joy and appreciation of
listening and playing music, and to strengthen
a way to connect with your community.

Scan the QR code to learn more about
how to sign up for free music lessons!




@ Science in the library

Fort Plain Free Library S
Presents

\
Camp W John Laffan (better known to many of our patrons as
CurIOSII'y “Captain Science”) brought interactive science
’ Ay Vith captain science experiments featuring magnets, bubbles, static

electricity, and much more to the library this year as part
Are you curious? of a new program: Camp Curiosity! The initial ten-week
Creative? Inventive? .
run of Camp Curiosity was so successful that we
Join us at the library on select Tuesdays from . .
3:30 pm - 5 pm fo explore, experiment, and brought it back for our Summer Reading Program,

discover exciting science phenomena! . . . . A
which concluded with Captain Science demonstrating a

rocket-powered wagon ride!

Week 1: February 25 Week 3: March 11

Don’t Tip Over! Charge! You’'ll be

Avre we defying gravity or are shocked by what

we putting it to the test? .

Come solve balancing puzzles you discover!

and activities with us! What is static electricity and
how do we create it? Join us for

Week 2: March 4 an electrifying experience!

Did You Hear That?
What s sound? How do we make  WeeK 4: March 25
different sounds and pitches? Magnet Mania
Come to the library and make
some noise with us!

What makes magnets attract and
repel? How do we use this in
everyday technology? Come build
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presents

Camp
Curiosity!

1 \ . ) i . Join us at the library on select Tuesdays for science
M‘;\\m "L v 1 - N experiments, puzzles, and interactive activities--plus your
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A Colorful Summer

This year's Summer Reading Program featured art,
science, music, and more! Just a few highlights:
creating artwork in the style of Eric Carle; painting
along as a group with Bob Ross; blowing gigantic
bubbles at Camp Curiosity; and creating original music
with Ms. Sam. (Plus: the return of our library trading
cards, which encouraged kids to collect them all by
reading books, attending programs, and completing
challenges at the library!)

fdveniures!

July 8" - August 1%

Programs for all ages, featuring art,
music, science experiments, and
more! Plus: your chance to earn a
brand new set of library trading cards!

Full schedule at:

fortplainfreelibrary.org

Scan the QR code to
take a look back at
our program line-up
from this past
summer!

Tuesdays in July
3-4pm

Learn how to make music
that’s uniquely you! Try out
unusual instruments, make
and record your own beats

and songs, and play along

to music as part of a group!

Ages 10 & up

Wednesdays in July
2-3:30 pm

Learn the stories of
famous artists,
then create your
own masterpiece in
their style!

Ages5-12

Fridays in July
4-5pm
Create new crafts and
art projects each week!

Featuring relaxed vibes
and lots of room for

self- expression.

Ages10-18



> SPECTRUM

The bubble wall, liquid floor tiles, and other new
sensory items in our children’s room were
generously donated by Bring on the Spectrum, a
nonprofit dedicated to enhancing the lives of
neurodiverse children, young adults and adults in
the greater Capital Region. We are grateful for their
assistance in making our children’s room a more
welcoming, fascinating, and inclusive space!

i

Scan the QR code to learn
more about Bring on the

(Above) Kids and adults alike enjoy stepping on these
Spectrum and their services!

colorful sensory floor tiles to see the different color
swirls they can create!



























https://lib.k-state.edu/research-find/archives-and-special-collections/collections/cookery/
https://lib.k-state.edu/research-find/archives-and-special-collections/collections/cookery/
https://lib.k-state.edu/research-find/archives-and-special-collections/collections/cookery/

























